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THE 
Friendly Enquirer's 
Doubts and Objedions 
ANSWERED, &c. 


'Hat which was from the 
beginning, even that good 
Wa of Life, which is the 
Light of Men; that which we 
have ſeen, and heard, and taft- 
ed of, is here declared unto you, 
that ye alſo may have Fellow- 
ſhip with us: And truly our 
Fellowſhip i is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 

and for this and no other end, 
write I unto you, but that your 
joy may be full. This then is 
B 2 the 


by, (4) | 
the Meſſage that God is Ligh:, 
andinhim is nodarkneſs at all ; 
and if we ſay that we have Fel- 
lowſhip with him; and walk in 
darkneſs, we Lic and do not the 
Truth; {Bur if we walk io the 
Light, as he is in the Light, we 
have Fellowſhip one with ano- 
ther ; and*the Blood of Jeſus 
riſthis Son, cleanſeth us from 
all Sin : If we lay we have no 
Sin,” we deceive our ſelves, and 
the Truth is not 1n-us; but if 
we confeſs our Sins, he is faith- 
- ful and zuſt to forgive us our 
Sins, and tocleanſe us from all 
our; Unrighreouſneſs, 1 Fo/». 1. 
12,3. to the gh. 
- -'Whoevertherefore would at- 
tain! unto the bleſſed Work of 
SanTification, to be cleanſed 
from all'Sin by the Blood of Je- 
tus Chriſt, and {o come to enjoy 
the comfortable fellowſhip "a 
the 


Ea 2 hs 


the Holy. Ghoſt, which proceeds * . 
from- the Father and t | 


Soy , 


Muſt turu from Darkneſs toLight, 
( 4s 26..18.) muſt Belicve in 
the Light (John 12.36.) And 
walk in the Light, even as he is 
in the Light, and will know 
that this rage 

N . tne 


Torni 


from 


an Inward 
ing. | Darkneſs 
which is withiz, unto the Light 


within, where the Day dawn- 


eth his S/«r ariſeth, and the day 


ſpring from on high, doth viſic 


us even 1n our 


arts, 2. Pet. 


1. 19. Wherefore bleſſed are 
they who are rot offended in 
the Light, but turn to it, be- 
1n it, and obey it in all 


lieve 1a it 


things. 


1, Objettion, 


But we are a- 


fraid of being deceived : This is 


a new and ſtrange Dodtrine, did 
ever Chriſt or his Apoſtles bid 
Men believe and obey the Light 


1. An. 


within? 


A'3 


—_ 


CAE -- 
” Anſwer, 1. Arc you not al- 
ready deceived ? Confider and 
faithfully examine_ your = 
&nditions, if you -aredelivered - 
out of the deceived State, where- 

in the greateſt part of the 
World yet remain, are you nor 


' in a ſinful Traſerefling Stare ? 
For "ris faid, The Womas being 


deceived was in the Tranſerefſion, 
1 Tim. 2.14. 

( 2.) They who believe and 
abide in the Light, know thar 
they are not deceived; ſeck not 
to deceive any, nor fear any de- 
ceiving them; *cho' whillt we 
walk in the imaginations of our 
own Hearts, and warmed-our 
ſelves with the pork of our 
own kindling, that then as the 
Serpent beguiled Eve through 
his ſubtilty, ſo our Minds were 
corrupted from the Simplicity 
chat is in Jeſss; in which Stare 

| we 


4 


(7) 

we fee many yet toftand, whom 
the Lord will undeceive in hi 
own time: But'eyil Men 

feducers will wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being de- 
ccived : And never fear deceit 
in thoſe that tarn you to the 


Lykt; unto which, they that do - 


the Truth bring all their works. 

Verily you ought cautiouſly 
to be aware of, and ſufpeRt all 
thoſe who pretend ſafe conduQ, 
but rejeQ aud hate'the Lizbr. 

( 3.) Search and Prove this 
Doftrine freely, wichour preju- 
dice or partiality judge, nor con- 
demn it unheard, fpeak not evil 
of any thing unknown ; for {> 
we may unhappily condemn the 
Innocent, and make our ſelves 
Guilty : We ſhould rightly un- 
derſtand what another holds, 
before we contend againſt him ; 
leaft for want of this Wiſdorn 
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nod Patiegce, we oppoſe not ſo 
much his Judgment, as our own 
. .Conceit : Better it is to hear a 
Mans mind with meekneſs and 
candor, than haftily to gueſs at 
Wu. 
_ (4) Be not wedded I be- 
ſeech you to any M00, nor 
Wiſe in your own Conceits, ſo 
- as to. build upon your own, or 
other Mens Judgments ; and 
reſt ſatisfied therein, becauſe it 
is ſftrengthned by Multitude, 
Cuſtom, Authority and Anti- 
quity, for - pet nt many 
have erred groſly in thoſe things 
they have thought themſelves 
infallible. 
© Better it is to cleave to the 
clear and naked Truth's of. God 
alone, than to follow the Doc- 
frines and Examples of the moſt 
learned and Eminent Profeſſors 
in the, World, when they hold 
- nat 


not the Truth as it-is in Jeſus 
( 5.) Reproach not this Doc-. * 
trine, ſaying, it is new and 
ſtrange, or that. ye never heard 
it ſo before; for this diſcovers 
your ignorance more than my. 

Error, for this which to you' 
may ſeem to.be a new Error, 
being rightly examined by the 
Scriptures, will-evideatly prove 
an old Truth; and'if you- will 
needs: reject whatſoever to you 
favours of Novelty ;. how ſhall 
the Truths we yet know not be 
brought in, and the Ignorance 
and Error which yet remain be: 
purged out ? 
(6.) This is the ſame Doc» 
trine. which was: preached by. 
our bleſſed Sav our, and lis ho+ 
ly aft x and Ap:ſtks, which: 
was believed and obeyed, by all 
the Faithful Saints ard Servants: 
of.God. lince the Creation; the 
3 © ſanc. 


4 | (10) 

* fame which the Lord gave in 
- Charpe to the Iſraelites by the 
mouth of Moſes, ſaying, Beho'd 
I fend my Angel before thee to 
beep thee im the win, and to bring 
thee to the place I have prepared : 
Beware of him and obey his 
Voice— Exod, 23. 20. But the 
Soul that doth ought preſumpte- 
ouſly, reproacheth the Lord, and 
ſpall be cut off from his People, be- 
cauſe he hath deſpiſed the Word 
of tbe Lord, Namb. 15. 30. what 
1s here meant by the Word of the 
Lord ? 

Anſwer, Nothing leſs than 
the Light of Chriff in their 
Hearts: ' For faith Moſes, It is 
wot hidden from thee, neither is 
it far off, but the Word is very 
nigh, even in thy Herr, and in 
tby Mouth, that thou ſhouldeſt 
hear it, and ao it, Deut. 70. x1. 
£0 14, to which the Apoſtle oP 

is 
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his Teſtimony, that this Word 
Cor Light) wichin,is not Diaboli- 
cal, nor Natural, nor Legal, but 
Evangelical ; and affirms, that 
obedience thereuato, is of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 10. 
from the 5th to the 5th. David 
calls it, a Lamp to his feet, and 
a Light to his paths, and prays 
that the Light and the Truts, 
may be his Leader and Guide: 
Solomon ſays, The reproef of ins 
fruttion is the way of Life: And. 
the Prophet 1/aiah reſtih es, thow 
ſpalt hear «a Word behind thee ſay- 
ing, this is the Way nalk is it, 
Iſa. 3c. 21. John the Baptiſt 
preached Chyi/t the Light,which 
was the Word which was in the 
beginning of the World, and 
He was ſent to bear witneſs of this: 
Light, ( which is not a falſe 
Light, or a natural Light) but 
the true Light, wb light eth e- 


ver » 


| (12). 

. very Man that cometh into the 
World, John x. 9. and our 
bleſſed Lord ſaid, Job» 8. 12. 1 

© 'the Light of the World, he 
that followeth me ſhall not walk in 
Darkneſs, but ſball have the Lig ht 
of Life : While ye therefore hate 
the Light, believe in the Light, 
that ye may be the Children of the 
y. t, John 12. 36. andhe bids, 
ſee ff the Kingdom of Goa, and 
the Righteouſneſs thereof ; which 
Kingdom, he told the Scribes 
and ' Phariſees, was in them, 
Enke 179. 21.. whence it 1s evi- 
dent,thatevery trueConverrmuſt 
inwardly, turn from the Power 
of Satan, and Kingdom of dark- 
neſs within, and inwardly ſeek 
and' feel after the marvelous 

Light of God's Kin2dom, to ſeek 

the Lord if baply they might feel 
after him and find him, tho he be 
wot far from every one of us, Acts 

| 17. 27» 


( 13) , 
r7. 27. and the Apoſtle James © 
writing to Sinners, bids them 
lay aſide af joiner and ſuper- 

| flaity of naughtineſs, and receive 
with meckneſ the ingrafted Word, 
which is able to ſave their Souls ; 
which Peter calls the ſure Word 
of Prophefie , unto which ( ſays 
he) y- do well to give heed as un- 
to a Light that ſhines in a dark 
place, till the day dawn, and the 
day ſtar ariſe in your Hearts,2Pe', 
1. 19, which ſaid ingraftea 
Word, and ſure Word of Prophe- 
fe, cannot be intended, or meant 
by the Holy vers to be the 
Scriptures, becauſe they are not 
able to Save Mens Souls, or give 
Eternal Life to ſuch as think.to 
have it thence, Jon 5. 39. but 
* I itisthe Light of Chriſt our Lord, - 
/{ Nin whom is Life Ecernal; and 
» | the ſame Life is the Liehr of 
Men, 4nd his Nawe is called the 
Word 


(14) 
Word of God, Rev. fh. 1}. 

2 Obj #, But doft thou deny 
the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God? Which is the only rule, 
both for Life, and alſo to judge 
of DoEtrines, and the only Wea- 


on to refiſt Saten, and confute 
his Minifters ; and Chrift over- 


came the Tempter only by the 
ve whore which are the Sword 
of the 


God 


'Spirit, and the Word of 


Anſw. 1. In obedience tothe 
command of Chr:ft, John 5.39. 
I have peruſed and diligently 
ſearched the Scriptures, both in 
the Originals, and ſeveral Tran- 
flations, it may be as much as 
any Man, and find that they 
ſufficiently declare, and tcſti- 
fy of, and for our bleſſed Sav7- 
ver Jeſus Chriſt to be the YD02D ll ; 
of God. 


| 
t 
c 


But 


(15) | 

But through the whole Vo- 
lumn of this holy Book, called 
the Bible, and Scriptures of 
Truth ; I find not therein that 
they are called by this Name. 

( 2.) And therefore that the 
Scriptures are the Hwond of 
the DSyirit, or the 802d of 
God, I hav- no Scripture war- 
rant to believe, but that the 
1901D of God, is the Swozd 
of the Spirit, 1 own and wits 
neſs experimentally, and that 
it 1s &'4 thin a Twe edped 
Sword, like a Hammer and Fire, 
the Ax at the Rovr of the Tree, 
and that 'tis Unchangeable, In 
corruptible and Eternal, without 
beginning of Days 6r end of Time, 
and (© are not the Scriptures. 

( 2.) Nevertheleſs we preferr 
the Holy Seriprures ( above all 
Books) as they were given forth 
by the Holy Spirit of God, and 
therefore 


ut 


therefore of Divine Asthority, 
and believe thzm to be a true 
Declaration of God, and of his 
Word, yet we mult not fix our 
hopes of Eternal Life 1n the 
Scriptures, as the Jews did, and 
would not believe in Chirſt, 
nor cometo him that they might 
have Life, Jobs 5. 38. 39. 40. 
It is not they therefore who 
have the Scriptures, but only 
they who have the Son of God 
that have life, 1 Jobx 5. 12. 
(4. ) Wherefore we preferr 
Chriſt Jeſus above the Scrip- 
Fures for in all things he muſt 
ve the preheminence, therefore 
faid John, he is preferr'd before 
me, for he is before me, and before 
Abraham was (ſaith Chriſt) I 
am; Wherefore know that we 
build not upon the holy Pro. 
phets and peſies their Words, 
Works, Writings and Experi- 
| Ences,. 


C17.) 
ences, but upon Jeſus Chrif 
Himſelf, Ln the Chief Core 
zer-Stoxe, and the Foundation of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, 10 
that we have not received our 
Light, Life, Peace, Comfort, 
Faith, Hope and Aſſurance from 
the Writings of the Saints, but 
from him ao was their Ligbt, 
Life, Hope, Reft and ws 74 | 
on, and haye our teaching from 
that inward Light, Law, Word, 
and V#iFon, whereby Abel, E- 
work, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, T«- 
cob and Joſeph walked with,and 
pleaſed God, long before the 
Scripture or Scriptural Rules 
were written and manifeſted. 

(5. ) Neither are the Scrip 
tures the only Role, for they 
clare and teſtifie of the Law 
written in the Heart, and the 
Rule of a new Creature, Gal. 6. 


Ig. 16. and as for the ozly Judge 
O 


Q ry © Iv vv cy e's 


mas IS. Wwe 
s$ w . 


O 
W 


(ub) 
 DoQtrines, we know that the 
Scriptures are hard to be under- 
ſtood, and therefore. Men in 
their Carnal Wiſdom, are put- 
ting their ſeveral meanings. up» 
on one and the ſame Scrzprove, 
wherefore we ſay _— of 
God is the Judge of rines; 


becauſe he alone, who gave 
forth the Scriptures; beſt knows 
the meaning thereof: For rhe 
Spirit ſearcheth all things, yes, 
# 


deep things of God , 1 Cor. 
2, 10. 

Anſwer, (6.) Neither yot 
do I believe that the Scriptures 
were the only means which 
Chriſt made uſe of to overcome 
and repel the Tempter in the 
W ilderneſs; for Stan allegd- 

d and pleaded Scripture, till 
he indeed took the Sword of the 
Spirit, even his Divine Power, 

and commanded 'bim to be 
gone, 


(19) 
gone, and ſaid, Get thee. behind 
me Sat en. | | 

0bjed. 3. _ it is grant- 
ed, that Chreft by his Light and 
Spirit 1511 every true Believer ; 
yet we cannet believe him to 
8 be ſo in every Man, for Paw/ 
fl tells the Epbeſiavs, that before 
i their Converſion, they were with» 
; I ove God, and without Chriſt in 
» WH the World, Eph. 2. 12, and.the 
, ſame Apofhe bids others to exa- 
. E mincand prove themſelves, and 
to know that Jeſus Chriſt is in 
you, except you be Reprobates, 
2 Cor. 13. 5 whereby it appears, 
that Unbelievers and Reprobates, 
are without Chriſt. 

Anſw. (z.) As to Unbelie- 
vers before Converfion, th 
are alienated from the Life and 
Light of Chrift, and under the 
Powers of the Prizce of Dark- 
neſs, nevertheleſs the true Light 


ſhines 


. w 
: o , 
F* 
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( 20 J 
1n this Dae, but the 


| /frhneſs comprehendeth it not, 
& - Fohz 1: 5. and Ican truly wit- 
= neſs tothe Truth hereof, know- 


ing the time when I was with- | 


out- Chriſt and without God i» 
the World, i. e. without the true 
knowledge of them, living as 
if there was no God, yea, with- 
out | awful regard'to the Eye 
of God, yet Ican as truly af- 
firm, that at that time the Light 
of Chriſt was in me, teſtifying 
againlt all mine Iniquities : And 
tho? this may ſeem to be a Milte- 
ry, that a meaſure of his Light 
| ſhould be ina Man; when that 
Man is without Chrift, yet hav: 
ing experienced the truth. here. 
of, do therefore teſtify, that it 
is one thing for the Light of 
Chriſt tobe 1a a Man, and ano- 
ther thing for a Man to be in the 
Light of Chriſt; and therefore 

affirm 
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(a1) 
affirm that the Lizbs of Chriſt 
is in every Man, but no Man is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, till he be a wew 
Creature. | 

Anſw. ( 2.) And as to Repro- 
bates, ſuch as the Scripture te- 
ſtify, who have ſinned out the 
Day of Grace, done deſpight to 
the ſtrivings of the Spirit, as 
the go ab 3 bs ſuch as - 
complained of, Jer. 6. 29. an 
ſh as Stephen reproves, Aﬀts 
7. 51. even ſuch as God hath 
given up, caft off and rejeQed, 
yet doth not this prove, but that 
the Light and Spirit of Chriſt 
was once in them, ' and at work 
in their Hearts. 

Anſw. (3.) And yerfurther, 
in the next place the Love of 
Chriſt conſtrain:th ws thus to 
Judge, becauſe if Chriſt died for 
all, then were all drad, 2 Cor. 
5- 14. and as Chriſt dyed for all 
Men, 


(22) 
Men, ſo his grace is free for all 
Men, For the Cir ace of God which. 
: brings Salvation, hath app:ared 
t0 all few, Tit. 2.11. tor he 15 
able and wiling to fave all, that 
paula obedicnce to the tenders of 
his -boundleſs, endleſs, unlimi- 
ted, univerſal love to Mankind 
without exception, and this we 
are. verily. perſuaded of, . from 
theſe and ſuch likg copſiderati- 
ONS. ; | 

(1..) Becauſe the Lord'isno 
reſpeRer of Perſons, he maketh 
his Sun to riſe on the juſt, and 
on th: unjuſt, and ſendeth Rain 
on the evil and on the good, he 
accepteth nat the Perſons of 
Princes, nor regardeth the Rich 
more than the Poor, for they all 
are the work of his Hands. 

(.2.) Becauſe that Light 
which ſhined in our dark, igno- 
rant, unclean and unbelieving 
Hearts, 
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Hearts, before Converſion, 1s 
the very ſave in which we 
ought to live and abide ſince our 
Converſion; that which for- 
merly ſtood by, and in us, was 
an Eye witnels too, and bore a 
faithful Teſtimony againſt us, 
while we walked in Darkneſs, 
is the ſame which ſince the tima +». 
of our Believing and. abidipg,.in 

his Light, witgeſſeth with our 
Spirits, that we are the Chil- 

dren of God. That very Light, 
which before reproved, can- 
vinced, judged and condemn- 

ed us, for all unbelief and un- 
righteouſneſs both in Heart and 

Life, is ſtill the fame which 

doth convert, confirm, cleanſe, 
uſtify and ſave, yea, that Lighs- 
hich before ſhined in Dark- 

| eſs, when we were as vile as 

oy he worſt of Sinners, doth now 

; 9 the praiſe of God ſhine our 
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(24) 
of Darkneſs, ' whereof we are 
not Aſhamed. 
** (3.) Becauſe our Lord Jeſus 
who cannot lye, hath faid, that 
Man's Condemnation ariſeth 
only from the contempt of, and 
diſobedience unto this Lizhr, 
ſaying, this is The Condemnation 
that Light & come into the World, 
but Men: love darkneſs rath-r than 
tght, Jo'n 3. 19, Now moſt 
certain it 15, that Man's Dam- 
nation 15 oceaſioned from, viz. 
either want of Lighr, or thro 
the deficiency of this Light, of 
rather from Man's Rebellion 
| and diſobedience to this Lighy. 
Firſt, we may not think (Ml © 
hardly of God, that Man's Con ' 
demanation ariſeth from the want © 
of ſaving Light, this is to charge} © 
God with Injuſtice, as the evi £ 
and unprofitable Servant, faid, t 


Lord I knew thee to be an Auſtert © 
ani 
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and hard Man, reaping where 
thou haft not Sown, and gathering 
where thow haſt not ſtrewed:; And 
whatgreater vnmercifulneſscan 
be charged upon God? Than 
that he withholds from any 
Man the benefit of his ſaving 
Light, or withdraws it before 
Man's Rebellion againſt __ 

And Secondly, *Tis no leſs 


than Blaſphemy to ſay, that the 
Light of Chriſt is inſufficient, 


and not able to fave all that - 
come to God thereby, for tho? - 
| his appearance at firſt be as the 
day of (mall things, as the leaſt 
of all Seeds, a little Stone, diſ- 
alowed and deſpiſed of Men, 
who ſtumble and are offended 
at him, yet choſen of God, and 
exceeding precious tO all that 
Believe, who know him to be 
the Almighty Arm and Power 


of God to Salvation, the alluf- 


B ticiency 


(26) 
| L ficiency whereof, is further de- 
F- .monſtratedby.uts Divine Nature 
F and Powerful effeQs. 
_ .,(r.)) The Nature of this Di. 
vine Light, in which we believe, 
.and Know tobe that meaſure of 
the immortal, unchangeable, 
undefiled and perfe@t Principle 
of Life, Light and Holineſs, 
which never fell, nor conſented 
to any Evil, but ever oppoſed 
and ftood againſt the whol: 
corrupt nature, will and affeQi: 
ons.of faln Man, (a Meaſure, 
I ſay hereof, is given to every 
-oneto prohit withal) 1 Cor.12.7, 
{fo that the Lighe I ipeak off, | 
nothing of Man's Nature, bu 
of the Divine Nature, where 
he hath made us partakers, b) 
revealing his Soy i» #s, eve 
that great Miftery, Chriſt iz y0 
the hope of Glory, the bleſſed See: 
( promiled Gey. z. 15.) Feazeve 
th 


07) 
the Son of God,who is ſent into the 
World, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
Eternal Life. 

( 2.) The EffeQs of theLight, * 
when Chriſt was upon. Earth, | 
John ſaw and bare Record, fay- * 
ing, Behold the Lamb of Goa, 
which taketh away the Sins of the 
World, and yet the Lord faid, 
A Greater Teſtimony have I, than 
that of Fohn, for the Works thas 
I ao in my Fathers Name, they 
teftifie of me; (o we ſay of his 
Light, however {lighted and de- 
my by the World, if his. 

orks be not ſuch as none elſe 
can do, believe him nor. 

Ef ( 1.) Hereby the Sin- 
ner 1s convinced of, and con- 
demned for all Sins that ever he 
commiteth,of what kind or na- 


fa fo - GS as os Era _ 


Lone": I 


LD 


E ture ſoever they be, Jrhs 16.8. 


"ll 9. 10. 11, Come (ſaid the Wo- 
oil B 2 


man 


(:28)) 
. man of Samaria ) and Iwill ſhey 
. you a Man that hath told me al 
things that ever I did: Is 1108 this 
the Chriſt? John 4. 29. 
\ Effet ( 2.) Hereby the true 
fear of the Lord, which is the 
beg inning of Wiſdom, is aQtual. 
* Iyplantedinthe Heart,for while 
| a Manin his Imaginations, ſup. 
poſes God and Chriſt only as 
| . circumſcribed at a great dif 
- ſtance, he perliſts with boldneſs ll 
in his evil ways; but when hl 
mind is turned into the Light, + 
he is. thereby made to under: 
ſtand, and ſee his condition and 
miſery ; and to {ce him whom 
he hath picrced, which forces 
this, or the like general Cry, 
Lord, 1 have heard of thee by th: 
hearing of the Ear : But naw mint 
Eye ſees thee, wherefore 1 abhor 


my ſelf in Duſt ana Ajves. 
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. Efe' (;3+) This, cauſcth not ' 
only repentance thorough Faith 
in Chriſt 'the Lizhe.; but alſo 
worketh in the Heart, Obedi- 
ence of Faith, Rom. 16. 26. 

Fa ( 4.) Hereby. Man's in- 
ſufficiency to. anſwer the requi- 
ripgs of God 15 diſcerned, and ' 
the. Alſufficient Strength and 
Power of Chriſt diſcovered: The 
Spirit of Truth [hall guide you into 
al Truth, for he ſhall Gloriffe me : 
For he ſhall recetve of mine, and 


ſbew it unto you, John 16. 13. 14. 


Effet ( 5.) They who have 
believed and do abide in the 
Light, (and they only) are 
hereby | enabled and made wil- 
ling, freely todeclare and preach 
their experiences.to others, and 
to.confound,. and put to ſilence 
the. weakneſs, ignorance and 
folly, of all that reproach and 
oppole this DoArine, as the il- 
B 3 literate 


Con) 
young Man did to the 
learned Scribes' atid Phuyifees: 
Why this is' « murveloss' thing 


| E 
wn lie er: te- | _ 


( ſaid he) chit yee krow mor 
whence he'ts,. ant yet ht hath opex- 
ed my Eyes : Since the World be. 
gin was it not heafd, that any 
Mas opened the Eyes of one that 
was born Blind, Tchn; 9. 30. 
wherefore let all who look out 
for another Saviour, remember 
the anſwer of Chriſt to John 
7: Te} on the like account, Go 
(ſaith Chriſt ) 2nd fell him that 
ſent ye to askh, ſaying, art thou 
he, or look we for axother? Tell 
him what ye have heard and ſeen ; 
the Blind receive their fight, the 
Deaf hear, the Lame walk, Lepers 
ave cleanſed, 4nd to the Pooy the 
Goſpel is preached ; and bleſſed is 
he whoſoever ſball uot bt offended 
in mr; Even fo in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, the ſame may be as truly 
affirmed 
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(31) 
—— af him- the _y 
Light is ſpirituallya the 
World, and the Word hab 
him not, nor whence: he-is, tho? 
te hath enlightned, healed, 
cleanſed and quickned. Thou- 
ſands; and the poor and wougd- 
ed {| whom none of the Proud: 
Covetous: Prieſts regard } ever 
the Poor [ by Virtue of the 
Light ] have the Everlaſting 
Goſpel of Salvation freely preach- 
ed to them. 9.1: Wt 
Object. ( 4.) But ye are as» 
gainſt all Coſp't Miniſters, 
Churches and God's Ordinan- 
ces ( viz. ) The Sacraments of 
Chriſt inſtuuting, vis, Water 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; 
Anſe. (1.) As concerning 
Miniſters, all that aretruly the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
are. Miniſters of the Spiris we 
own, but all they whom the 
B 4 Lord 
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Lord 4s: again {we deny, be» 
hold ſaith the Lord, 1 «m 44inf 
the Prophets. that»ſteal my words, 
every one from his Neighbour ; 
and againſt them that uſe their 
Tongues, and ſay he ſaith: Who 
propheſes falſe Dreams, and do tell 
them, and cauſe my People to Err 
by their lies, .and by their light- 
meſs, yet I ſent them not, nor 
 commanaed them; therefore they 
ſhall nat profit this People at all, 
faith the Lord, Jer. 33. 30. 


$3.34 


(2.) And we are apaialt all | 


ſuch who oppoſe, and let them 
ſelves againſt the Lord, his 
Truth and People, ſuch as Pe- 
ter declared againſt, ! hty hat 
fiood up and gathered themſelves 
together againſt the Lord, and a- 

ainft his Chriſt, Ads 4. 26. 
as blaſpheme, falſty accuſc, 
and ſpeak evil of the Spirir and 
Light 
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Lord ſaith, He that ſpeaketh «- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, it [ball not 
be forgiven him neither in this 
World, nor in the World totome, 
becauſe they ſaid, He had an 
Unclean Spirit, Mark 3. 30. 

(3.) We are againſt all jg- 
norant and blind Guides, ,who 
know not God, believe not in 
Jefus Chriſt, and to whom the 
(roſpel 1s hid, and ſuch are all 
they, who- believe not” in the 
Light, and denie Immediate 
S Revelation, for ſaith Chriſt, No 
Man knows th: Father, but they to 
whom the Son reveals him: And 
the Goſpel which Pas/ preached, 
he ſaich, It is not after Man, 
neither received he it of Man, nor 
was he taught it by Man, but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Gal. 11, 12, butall who abide 
in Darkneſs and hate the Light, 
B 5 unta 
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| 34, 
{ ufits 'Ttich'the Goſpe 
 2'Co.'a.'q. 
| cnn 1 thank the O Father, 
* Helen and Earth, be. 
of ay buſt hill theſe thing 

e and Pratent, j«.- 
br broth "rk unto Babes, "/ 

, ven fo 60-1 hy or = 8 ſeemed 
. Fo0a int All things are 
T Clivered: f Jar: of 'my Fibers 
* and no Min rd "ihe So\r, 
| Gus the Father, neither kwoweth 
any Man the Father ſave the Soy, 
and hims to whomſoever the Sou | 
will reveal bim, Mat. 11. 26. | 
27. 

(4.) We are againſt all ſach, I 
who [ with $7mon Mag us , to lr! 
maintain their Carnal Prieſt- I ! 

I 
[ 
e 
b 


| is Rid, 
Wherefore - faith 


craft , for filthy Lucres ſake ] 
would Merchandizs with, and 
ſet at ſale the free gift of God, 
and the Miſteries of his King- 
dom, whom Peter ſharply ICs. 
proves, 


(35) 7 
proves, ſaying, Thy Mony periſo 
5 I 
with thee, reds thou heft chought 
the gift of God may be purchaſed 
with Mony, thou haſt neither part 
nor lot in this matter, | fof thy 
Heart is not right in the fight of 
God, repent therefore of this thy 
Wickedaeſs, and pray God if per- 
haps the 'thought of thy Heart 
way be forgiven thee, for I per- 
ceive tho art in the gall of bitter- 
neſs, and in the bond of Iniquity: 
Now if it be ſaid, this affes 
not the Miniſters you oppoſe ? 
I anſwer, They either have the 
fame thought, and ſo are in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, or they have 
not; if they have not ſuch a 
thought, that the Gift of God 
may be purchaſed with Mony, 
thenare they the vileſt Wrerch- 
es, and greateſt ſelf condemned 
Cheats in the World; to fer 
that at ſale tor Mony, which 


they 
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f  theyeſteem the Gift of God;and 
b which they know cannot be purcha- 
_ Mony, and this to de- 


e Milions of Souls : But if 
theythave ug a thought, then 
are they excluded with- Simon 
Magustrom having any part or 
lot in the Miniſtry, A#s 8. 20. 
(5.) Weareagainſall thoſe 
Teachers, who with Balaam, 
loving the Wages of Uanrightc- 
ouſneſs, and Earthly Rewards, 
have forlaken the right way, 
and gone aftray, and changed 
the Goſpel Miniſtry, Order and 
Worſbip, both as to Matter, 
Manner and Maintenance, from 
that which was praCtiſed by the 
Apoſtles, walking direAtly con- 
trary unto, and wholly pervert- 
ing the Apoſtles Dottrine, who 
ſauh, Feed the F lock of God, t«- 
k ing the overſight thereof, not by 
conſtr aint 
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--T'47 ) ; 
conſtraint but willingly; nor for © 
filchy Lucres ſake, but of 4 ready 
mind, neither as being lords over | 
God's hevitage, but as b:ing ex- 
amples to the Flock, » + 

(6.) Weare apainſt all ſuch 
Teachers, who with thoſe evil 
Spies, prejudice the People a» 
gainſt the good Land of Pro- 
miſe, Will neither enter into the 
Kjngaom of God themſelves » mor 
ſuffer. others that would to enter 
therein, Numb.«13. 31. Th 
brought up an evil report of t 
Land, \aying, 1t is 4 Land that 
eateth up the Inhabitants thereof, 
and all the People that we ſaw ins, 
are Men of a great ſtature, and 
there we ſaw the Gyants, the Sons 
of Anak, which come of the Gy- 
NN ants, to whom we in 047 own ſight 
were 4s Graſbopp:rs, and ſo we 
were in their ſight, then all the 
Congregation murmiired Crying, 
Deur. 
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4 (3s) 
” Deut. 1. 28. whether ſbal we go? 
* Onr Brethren have diſcouraged 
| - our Hearts » ſaving, their Cities 
 aregreat and walled up to Heaven, 
| theiniiMen mighty and ftronger 
© than we, even Gients, the Ana- 


ims,: and we have heard ſay, who 
can ftand againſt the Sons of A- 
wak ? 

Even ſo this preſent genera- 
tionof Prieſts and Teachers, dil 
fwade anddifcourage the Hearts 
of their - People 1/. By their 
envying and bitter infeftives 
againſt the good Land of Pro- 
miſe, the - Spiritual Canaan, 

if's Kingdom of Ligh: and 
Righteonſnes. 2d. By magni- 
fying the Power and Domini- 
on of Sin, and Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, and ſuggeſting an 
impoſſibility of Conqueſt. 

' *(1.) They diſcourage and 
deter the Hearts of the People, 


by 


(39) 1 

belying and traducing 'the |} 
ad Ned Appraranceof 
chriffs Spiritual Kingdom ; e- 
yen as thoſe ſpies gave a falſe 
report of Temporal Canaan, 
contrary to the Charafter'and 
Deſcription, the Lord by his 
Servants .have given thereof, 
as appears in Dexr. 8, 7. Moſes 
aith, It 7s « good Lana, 4 Lend 
pod ara, Yer ral 
1d def/ hs that ſpring out of Vale 
leys 4#d Hills. /r 

Verſe 8. A Land of Whex, 
nd Barly, and Vinzs, and Fige 
trees, and Pomegrayates, as Land 
Oz Olive and How. 

Verſe F A Land wherein thou 
balt eat Bread without ſcarceneſs, 
hou ſhalt not lack any thing in it, 

Land whoſe Stones are Iron, and 
"ut 4 whoſe Hills thou way'ft dig 
34d s, 


J 


Deurt. 
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We < 4 ): 
"Deut. 11; 9... 4 Lond that 
flowerh with Milk and Ho ny. 
F Verſe 10. It is not as the Land 
6 bs of Egypt, from' whence ye came 
I where tou wy ſewer? thy Seed, 
joy: didf wh ater to it, as to 


4 Garden of Herbs. 

Verſe 11. But it is « Land of 
Hills and Valleys, and arinketh 
Water - of. the Rain of Heaven, 
(noneed here of Man's Pump- 
10g, g, Draining or Forceing.-) 


Verſe 12.54 Land which the 
Lord"thy God careth for; the 
Eyes of he Lord thy God are «l. 
ways wporit, from the begining f 
the Tear, erwen to the end of 1 
Ter... 

And obſerve what a good ac- 
count Caleb and Joſhua gave offif 
the Land, in the preſence off 
theſe Men who had brought up 
the aforeſaid evil report, to the 
Jeoparuy of their Lives, 

Numb. 


(41) 
an exceeding good Land, a Land 
that floweth with Milk and Hony, 
(and as for thoſe Gyants and 
mighty Men of ftature,ſay they) 
ear not the People of the Land, 
they are bread for us, ( and upon. 
hearing of this) all the Congre- 
oation bad Stone them with 
tones, «- 
Whereby. it is very obſerva- 
le, chow readily the common 
Mcoplecloſe with, and embrace 
he evil ſuggeſtions of the Ene-- 
y, and alſo how hard a thing 
tis, to undeceive ſuch.aS are 
rejudiced againſt the Truth ; 
ho? grounded only upon bare . 
eport, and falſe accuſations; 
ind thus the Hearts of People 
re perverted. | 
( 2.) And yet theſe Evil Men, 
Jo not on'y diſcourage the 
earts of the People, by de- 
ſpiſing 
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TW >, 
ſpifing and Reproaching the 
good Land, but they alſo deter, 
and hinder them; by ſuggeſt- 
ing ſuch difficulties as poſſibly 
cannot be overcome, ſuch Ene- 
mies .as never on this ſide the 
Grave can be conquered. 
' , Althe* the Lord had graciouſ: 
| ly promiſed a total ſubduing-of 
” all IfreePs Enemies. . 
Deat.-11. 22. Saying, If ye 
ſhall diligently keep all theſe com- 
mindments, which I command 
y0u to do thern, to love the Lori 
y0ur God, to walk. in all his ways, Li 
and to cleave to bim, thenni'! thi 
Lord drive out a'l theſe Nt ion 
from before you, and ye fball po'Wn 
ſeſs greater Nations aud m'ightie 
fhan your ſelves, and there ſb 
no Man be able to land before you: 
All this and much more did the 
Lord promiſe to 1/rael of Old 
concerning a perfet _— 
an 
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5d viRtory Over all their Ene- 
ies. | i. 2H 
And'in a more eſpecial man- 
er, hath he promiſed anabſo- 
ute Conqueſt and. Deliverance 
rom the Kingdom and Powers 
jf Darkneſs, to all that are 
[ravelling to the SpirituaF Ce- 
447, even vitto all that receive 
eſus Chriſt, that love him, 


Welicve in him; and obey his 


ſ: 
he 
Id, 


nl 


O1CC., | 
John 1. 7. 9. They who walk 
the Light, as he is in the 


in me, 


ſhould 


0.44) 

And indeed for this very end, 
isour Lord Jeſus promiſed, ſent 
and manifeſted toput an end to 
Sin, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and 
bring in everlaſting Righteaul- 
nels,” to. deſtroy the works of 
the Devil; to- bind the ſtrong 
Man ( though never ſo well ar- 
med) tocaft him out and ſpoil 
his Goods, not in part, but to 
fave even to the uttermoſt, all 
that come . to the Father by 
_ war 

But theſe Men do not only 
refuſe and deſpiſe the Land of 
Promiſe, andthe only way to 
Life and Salvation, bur binder 
and {but up the Kingdom, . that 
others who would enter ia can- 
not; yea they deny the only 
means of eternal Salvation, by 
their confidently affirming that 


Revelation is ceaſed, whereas 
Our 


| 


. av _ 
our Lord. Jeſus hath: declared, 
and all the Faithful Servants of 
God in. all Ages bear witneſs, 
That none know the Father, but 
he to whom the Son reveals hims, 

(7.). And we are agaioft all 
thoſe who are, and have with 
Tudas [through envy and ava» 
rice ] been the betrayers of the 
Intereſt,and cauſe of Chriſt,and 
People of God, into the Merci- 


leſs Hands of cruel Perſecutors, 


who will not yet ſee, Bur[faith 
the Lord ] they ſball ſee and be 
ſbamed for their exvy againſt my 
People : Of theſe, therefore I 
)allonly ſay with Jacob, Sime- 
7n and Levi are Brethren, Inſtru- 
ments of crueity are in their Ha. 
tations; O my Soul come not 
thow into their Secret, unto their 
eſſembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united, for in their Anger they 
vea much Blood, and in their 
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£46) 
Age they digged down «Wl, 
Gen. 49. Fra i 

But the Miniſters of Chrift 
whom he has ſent as his Am- 
baſſadors we own; and non: 
elſe ; if you fay who are they'll 
T anſwer, they who have re 
ceived their Commiſſion an 
Embaſſie from Chriſt, for fait 
he. to. his Father, As thos [cn 
me, [o have I ſent them into; 
World, .and to his Diſciples |t 
faid, As the Father ſent me int 
the World, even ſo ſead I y 
 #mtotheWorld, Joha 17. 

1/f. Chriſt was the Son 0 
God, and a Voice from He-: 
teſtified, ſaying, This is my bt 
loved Son in whom I am well p!': 
ed, hear him, 2h. he was 1 
meaſurably anointed with thi 
Spirit, 34. by Vertue of hi 
Sonſhip and UnQtion, he endu 


red and conquered all the 4 
ſaul 


faults and Temptations of S«- 
147, and 44y. he went out and 
preached the Goſpel, and 54. 
that Dotrine which he had 
preached and witneſſed toin his 
Life, be confirmed and ſealed 
by his Death in his Blood, $0 
are all true Miniſters in their 
meaſure, Children of God, his 
anointed ones fitted through 
Sf Suffcrings, to preach the Doc- 
trine of the Goſp:l in the Life & 
Power of the Eternal Word; and 
thereby made ready to Sea/ there: 
to with their Blood if required. 

MM Anſw. (2.) As concerning 
Churches, we believe that the 
Lord had a Church and peculi- 
er People, whom he hath pre- 
ſerved through all Ages from 
Y the beginning to this preſent 
time, in and with whom he 
will alſo abide for ever, and this 
Church we own, which is in 
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(.48') 
The Communion of Saints 
- one with another in th} 
ings of God, through therY: 
with Jeſns Chrilt; 
- which differs from the Churches 
of Men, 1/t. In their conſtitu © 
tion, not gathered by Force, { 
1 


Union 


Fear, Favour or Will of Man 
but drawa of the Pather, a 
dopted through the new Birth 
and ſo become a Spiritual Socis 
ty, firſt united to Chriſt by the 
Spirit of Faith, and then knit 
together by the Bond of Love 
and Peace, 2. in their Diſc 
pline,not by a I emporal Sword, 
nor by humane Officers, tha R 
-aQt in the ftrength of natural 0 7 
acquired parts, but built, beau My 
tified and governed by Chrili I, 
himſelf, J/a. 54. 12. Rgch. 6 2 
12. and by Inftruments helped 
ſo far asthe Spirit of Jeſus ChrilY/ 
acts in them, 2 Cor. 13. 3. 
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in the Church of Chriſt all are 
taught of God, 1/aiah 54. 13. 
Tit. 2.11, 1 John 2. 27. 4f. 
the Churches of Men are of- 
ten broken to pieces, ſcatered 
and confounded, But the Gates 

( which is the Power) of Hell. 
ſhall never prevail apzinſt the 

true Church, Mat. 16. 18. 5h. 

in the Churches of Men are 

Wnmore Wicked than Righteous ; 

nay, all of them being unrigh- 

Wtcous and unclean, are more or 
lels the S1» ag0gnes of Satan, the 

"Bl Habitation of Anti-chriſt , "and 

bave been, yet are, and while in 

their carnal Sinful State, will be 

Perſecutors of the true Church, 

Gal. 4. 29, but in the true 

Church-they are all Righteous, 

;$//4/4h 60. from the 1/. to the 

) . 

F 20th, and hereof it may be tru- 

0 Iy faid, Who is ike thee, O People 

"Waved by the Lord, the Shield of 
] S. thy 


(.48') 

The Communion of Saints} 
one with another in th. 
things of God, through their 
Union with Jeſns Chrilt;U * 
- Which differs from the Churche* 
of Men, 1/t. In their conſtity- * 
tion, not gathered by For ( 
Fear, Favour or Will of Man h 
but drawn of the Father, «” 
dopted through the new Birth 
and ſo become a Spiritual Socis 
ty, firſt united to Chriſt by tl 
Spirit of Faith, and then knit 
- together by the Bond of Lo 
and Peace, 24y. in their Diſc 
pline,not by a Temporal Sword 
nor by humane Officers, that 
 aQ in che ſtrength of natural af 
acquired parts, but built, beau, 
tified and governed by Chril. 
himſelf, J/a. 54- 12. Zgch. 0 * 
12. and by Inftruments helped by 
ſo far asthe Spirit of Jeſus Chr! ®, 
aQts in them, 2 Cor. 13. 3. 


} C4.) 1 


. > 1 wa Wo 2 ON BeS. on Ate EG 
4 ls da 7, , "(9 "IT OF by 6s ati do + 4 _— , % 7 Haag] . ot 5-4. OR 
& x 4 X + * a F p "y 
JV p - * # 
-, 4 * 
\ 
by 
. et 
x 
Ly 
: - 
- 


in the Church of Chriſt all are 
taught of God, T/aiah 54. 13. 
Tit. 2."11, 1 John 2. 27. 4h. 
the Churches of Men are of- 
ten broken to pieces, ſcatered * 
and confounded, Bat the Gates 
( which is the Power ) of Hell 
ſhall never prevail againſt the 
true Church, Mat. 16. 18, $ly. 
n the Churches of Men are 
more Wicked than Righteous ; 
nay, all of them being unrigh- 
teous and unclean, are more or 
lels the Syn agognes of Satan, the 
WM Habitation of Anti-chriſt ; "and 
bave been, yet are, and while in 
their carnal Sinful State, will be 
WPcrſecutors of the true Church, 
Gal. 4. 29, but in the true 
Church-they are all Righteous, 
Iſa/4h 60. from the 1/. to the 
1$20th. and hereof it may be tru- 
Wy faid, Who is like thee, O People 
"Waved by the Lord, the Shield of 

> thy 


( 50.) 
thy help, and the Sword of thin. 
ixcellercy? Thine Enemies (bill 
be found Liars unto thee, ani 
thou ſhalt tread upon th:ir high 
places, yea, this poor, deſpiſed, 
perſecuted Flock, are the Tem 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. 6 
16 


And the Body of Chriſt, Ep. 

4. 4- in. which Body, 1. there 
is but. one Head, 2d. there is not if 
one dead Member, 1 Per. 2. 4, 
5+ 3h. there is no Law of force, 
but-every Member aQteth by 
tho Law of Love, 44. alli 
Members united into this Body, fi 
{\mpathize one with another, 
both in Comfort and: Affliction, 
pleaſe therefore to fee, 1 Cor, 
12, 25.. This One Boajy is united 
by oxe Sperit, into ove Hope, in 
vxe Lord, and bath but one Faith 
and. ove Baptiſm, Eph. 4. 4ff 
which one Baptiſm, leads me tofff 
Anſwer 


\nſwer the third Branch of the 
iſt ObjeQtion. T7 
Anſw. (3-) As concerning 
Nrdinances in General, 1/. The 
cripture calls- nothing Sin, or 
y thing PraQical,. Sur that 
yhich is prohibited, or exprefly 
"mmanded by the great Le- 
i0ator ; neither ſhall any be 
zved, or are to be judged-in 
Wpiritual matters, by afly Law, 
ut by the Law of God, or by 
ny Lawgiver, but by Jeſus 
| %E : 
briſt, He that ſpeaketh evil of 
; Brother, and judgeth his Bro» 
er, [peaketh evil of the Law, 
d juageth the Law, thou art not 
aver of the Law, but 4 judge, 
mes 4. 12. There is one Law- 
er, nho is able to ſave andio 
roy, and Ia. 33..22. The 
(rd 75 our Judge, the Lord is 
Lawgiver, the Lord is our 
"2, he will ſave us, Col. 2. 


| ( 52) 
16. let no Man therefore judo" 
you in meat or arink, &c. which}® 
were a ſhadow of things t: 
.come, but the Body is of Chriſt Y* 
Wherefore if ye be dead wit i 
Chriſt, from'the Rudiments ff? 
the Whrld, why, as tho? ling” 
ing in the World, are ye tub* 
ject to Ordinances? Touch »0 
Taſte not, Handle not, which « 
periſh with the uſing, after t 
commandments and doftrines fit 
Men ; Touch not, Taſte not, Hu 
ale not, whi:h things indeed hn 
# ſbew of wiſdom in will-Worjhi 
&c. all which periſh in the uſin 
2ly. the Scriptures reject all R 
ligious performances, that 2 
done without warrant fro 
Heaven, I/a. r. 12. When, 
come to appear before me, who hi , 
requir'd this at your hands to irel 
my Courts? Bring no more vil 
Ob/aticns, Incenſe is an Abo! 
x-lil 


an 
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Bndion tome, &c. and Micah 6-/ 
6,7, 8, 315. the Scriptures de- 
clare that all outward Ordinan- 
ts, are Temporary ; only till 
the time of Reformation, and 
tobe aboliſhed by Chriſt, - Hes. 
9. 1. to 14. Col. 2. 64, to the 
end, Eph. 2.15. 4. the Scrip- 
tures ſhew us, that the outward 
Eboliſhed Ordinances, and the 
Traditions of Men, hinder and 
Forevent Obedience to Chriſt, 
Fand Submiſſion to the will and 
Ecommands of God ; This is the 
Bill of God even your Sandtifi- 
cation, 1 Theſ. 4. }. this is the 
York of God, ( or the work he 
requires, ſaith Chriſt ) that ye 
believe on him, whom he hath ſent, 
John 6. 28. And this is thegom- 
$11ndment (ſaith John ) that we 
Bbould believe in the Name cf his 
Son Je/us Chriſt and love one 
Berother, as he hath given ws com- 


GY mand : 


mand: But alas! how is the 
work of God haid aſide; his will 
_ and commands negletedy and 
the beggerly-Radiments and 3. 
wents of this World pleade 
for, and maintained ; and 
moſtly by ſuch; who rejeQ the 
command-+ of ' God and Chriſt, 
that for ſecular ends,: keep and 
obſerve their pretended” Ordi- 
nances, and make'the Word of 
God" of none [effet;,- by their 
Traditions, Mark 7. 5. to 74. 


Dat. 23. 23. $0. AS vid Gair 
not be polluted or defiled, by 
chat which is without him, no 
more. doth any chang, be it 
what it can, Bread, or Wze, or 
Waiter, from without, cleanſe 
or comfort the inward Man, 
- according to Mark 7. 14. tO 23- 
' 6h. nor yetin matters of Faith 
| + and Worſhip, are we to receive 
our 
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ws 55. mw 
our Meaſy 
Councils i o* 


rea or. . 
of Men, fu 
els ig of a ons 


their warrant, oo had no 
Authority to ialtit 


had pre "Exedes 24. 12. 
and Ch M's :ommilſſion to. the 
oſtles was, "$0 Trach them to 


obſerve whatſoever I have com- 
mended you, and Lo 1 am with. 
y0u #0 the end of the Word, Mat. 
28. 20. 

And now more particularly, 
concerning the two Sacraments 
(fo called) and-fuſt, Opens 
Baptiſm, or rather Baptiſm, for 

| there be many, we read of dis 
vers ſorts of Waſhings or Be #- 
js of as the Beptizing of 
Cups ( for ſo it w 1n the 
Greek) Mark 7. $. and we read 


C 4 of. 
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+ We ” F... * 4 M2 +. 4 as þ 
oftlie DoQtrine of Bepriſms, Heb. 
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tual and Saving Baptiſm; from 
hence its evident, that the Bep- 
#iſm of John, and the Baptiſm 
of Chrift, are, and ever were, 
two diſtinit Baptiſms; and as 
the Heavens are high above the 
Earth, fo vaſt a difference is be- 
twixt them. 

'(1.) They are two in Name, 
Apollos an Elogent Man, and 
mighty in the Scriptu es, knew 
only 
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on the Ba w4, mpgert of John, to 

and Priſcilla ex- 
wndes? 'F «y more perfettly, 
Als 18. 

(2.) T hey differ in time; He 
that comes after me ſhall Baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 
}. 11, and ſaid Chriſt, Jobs 
Baptized with Water, bat yeſball. 
be Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
not many days bexce. 

"( 3.) They are wo in Na- 
ture ; the one a created, vw ſible 
Element, the other an holy, i8- 
uo ble quickening Spirit. 

4-) They differ in their Ef- 
wa : John's reacheth only to 
the outlide, the Spirit's Baptiſm 
cleanſeth the Soul and Conſci- 
ence. 

( 5.) John's Baptiſm was but 
a Sign, a Shadow, and a Legal 
Ceremony ; but the Baptiſm of 
the Spirit, is the Subſtance and 

CF5 the 


(58) 
the Truth, of that which Wa- 


(8) John's Water Faptiſm 
* was Temporary, of ſhort dura- 
tion and continuance, is all Le- 
gal Signs and Ceremonies had 
af end, ſo this being nearer the 
Truth and >) DITANCE, and to 
the day of Chriſt than they, 
was of leſs continuance, and 
being a ſhadow, muſt fly ae 
way by che glorious riſing and 
brightneſs of his Son: And ſo 
John's Baptiſm was of uſe a lit- 
tle beſore com manifeſtati- 
on in the Fleſh, and was to 
eoatinue tif! his 4ſcerſfon ; and 
then when Chrift's. Baptiſm 
began, the ſhadow muſt by de- 
grees decreaſe and vaniſh, and 
give Way. to the Subſtance, the 


J I, Sign aboliſhed, and the Truth 


exalted, the Letter reſigns to 
he Fir, this Servant to the 
90N :: 


#, £ Wh 
Son 2 So that Chriſt's Fire Bay» | 
tiſm PUT an end to John's Wa rw 4 
FE aptiſm, for as all the Prophets 
were until John, ſo Tohs was 
until Chreft ; and Jobs muſt no 
more exceed;his bounds, than . 
the Prophets theirs; for as the 
Prophets continued and gave ' 
way td John, {0 John reſigned 
up to Chriſt. Jobs's Tempo- 
rary Miniſtry had a Tempora 
Bepriſo», but the Everlaſting : 
Goſpel of Chrift Jeſus, had an .* 
Everlaſting Baptiſm, 1muſt dee 
creaſe, but he to encreaſe, ſaith 
John, therefore we leave Tobw | 
and his Baptiſm where we found WM 
them, (»iz.) Without the 8 
 boundsandlimits of CEOS * 
Kingdom ( as to his dilpeala= 
tioa ) Mat. 11,11. Verily Ifox % 
wnto you, among them that are | 
born of Women, there hath not } 
riſen agreater Prophet thawTohn © 


Baptiſt, 4 | 
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| Baptiſt, nevertheleſs, he that is 


leaſt in the 49 wap of Heaven, 
e a 


is greater than he; an #. ye will 
receive it, this is the Elias nhich 
Fas to come. 
_- Burnow, tobring Sizxs an1 
Ceremonies into Chriſf's King- 
dom. / jr frue ary/+ Is a> 
ing dircatly. againſt Chrif, and 
hi Chile 5 and ſt i none 
are ſo weak as to rely upon Wa- 
ter Baptiſm, as ſufficient (which 
I fear many Thouſands do ) 
* * Without the SaQtification of the 
” - Spirit ; or to think that Chris 
* Spiritual Baptiſm is not com- 
pleat with Joh»'s; theſe do 


worſe than to build Tabernacles 


for Moſes, and John the Baptiſt, 
equal ro one for Chrift ; and ſo 
debaſe the greateſt Glory of the 
New Teff.ment, the Baptiſm of 
the Spirit. 


Objett. 


.. (VE. 3 

Objef. ( 1.) But have all our 
Chriſtian fore-Fathers been in 
the dark about this Thing, that 
Water Baptiſm which gives us 
our Chriſtendom, hath no 
room now in the Church, and 
Kingdom of Chrift ? 

Anſw. ( 1.) The Judgments 
of the L ord are unſearchable, and 
his ways paſf finding out, (2.) 
That Chr:/ffianity which pro- 
ceeds from Water Baptiſm, is 
but low and mean, it is but 
Skin deep : However, it is only 
the Bavtiſm of Chriſt's Spirit 
which maketh a true Chrifti- 
an. Alſo our Lord ſaid to Pe- 
ter, Unleſs Imaſh thee, thou haſt 
no part in me, John 13. 8. even 
ſo it is with us, unleſs we be 
ſanQtified and cleanſed by the 
Spirit of Feſur, we ſhall periſh 
in our Uncleannels. 


 Objeet. 


Obje#, (2.) But Chrift who 
' Is Lord of the Kingdom, and " 
Head of the true Church, ſub- j 
mitred to this Ordinance, and 7 
was baptized with Vater. 

1 Anſwer, very true; and 
Jeſus was alſo circumciſed, and 

noured John's Baptiſm, ( 1.) 
becauſe he was born under the 
Law, ( 2.) tofulfiill and finiſh 
all legal Rightcouſneſs; and ſo 
_ he that knew no Sin, was made 
Sin for us, That we micht be 
made the Righte ouſneſ of God ; in 
him, wherefore beware ef an 
ſpoil you through Philoſophy ani 
vain Deceit, after the Tradit:- 
ons of Mep, after the Ruaiment! 
of this World, and not after 
Chrift, for he is the Subſtance, 
and in him dwelt the fulneſs of 
the Godhead bodily, Ald pe are 
Compleat in Dim, #s ho» 
alſo je are circumciſed with the 
Circum 
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Cireumcifion made without hands, 
in putting 4/4 the lody of the Sins 
of the FB: the Circumiff 
of Chriſt, A with Himin 
Baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are 
Riten wirh Dim, £h70ugh the 
Faith of the operation of God, — 
bhrting out the' hand writing of © 
Ordinances, which was againſt uw, 
and contraty 10 us, and took it out 
of the way, nailing it tothe Croſs, 
end having ſpoiled Principalities 
and Powers, he made a jhew of 
them openly, Triumphing over 
them ix it, Col. 2.8. to 15. 
0b;:8. (/3.) But does not the 
Lord julie Water Baptiſm, in 
faying, Except a Man be born of 
Water, John 3. 5. and com- 
mands it, Go teach all Nations 
Baptizing them, &Cc. 

Anſw. Not at all, for the 
Lord does not ſay, Except 2 
Man be prized of Water, Fra 
»” 
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born of Water, whence it plain- 
ly ears ſuch Water is here 
inte , as Can give a new 
Birth, or a new Life; And ſaith 
he, if thou hadſt known the Gift 
of God, thou wouldſt have asked 
of him, and he would have given 
thee Living Water, And o all 
that are regenerated, know this 
Well of Living. Water, anti 
witneſs it to be in them, ſpring- 
ing up to Everlaſting Life, Jobs 
4. 14. and I have long obſerved 
when Baptiſm in Scriprure is 
mentioned, preſently it is by 
ſome aſſigned, and confined ro 
Water Baptiſm; whereas no- 
thing leſs can be intended, as 
Mat. 28. 19. there is Chriſt's 
Commiſſion to his Apofes, Go 
teach al Nations baptiz.ing them; 
how, or wherewith? ?Tis ſoon 
anſwered with Material Water ; 
but we ſlay Material Water is 
not 
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intended in this Baptiſm, than. 
the material Element of Fire 1s 


Ghoſt 
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hw 9, YG £ y 1 Wer to. this 
jon, I Tay, that our 


Lord Jeſus neverÞpratiſed, in» 
ſtituted, or commanded the «ſe 
of W ater Baptiſm in his Church, 
Toon, 4. }. Jeſus our Lord com- 
manded to Baptize, ( Mat. 28. 
19.) is 7d irive into the Name, 
of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Here 
is the Commiſſion at large, and 
not a word of Water mentioned; 
neither doth it appear, that 
theſe words, In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy jor” oh were at any 
time expreſled by the Apoſtles, - 
when they, or any of them con- 

| deſcended 


M6 


* forthey winder tand the import 
ir Emibafſie conſiſted not 


&, 


hey 


ther, Son and Spiric: Belk: 
Pas! whoſe Commiſſion wit a: 
full as the other Apoſtles, ſphak 
oo Water Bajtiſm, faith thus, 
Cariff ſent me gat to Battize, but 


—_ 


: to Preach the Goſpel, "1 Cox. 1. 
F Obie ( 4. ) But the Apoſtles 
* .pradtiſed Water Baptiſm, not 
only before Chriſt's Spiritual 
— came in, but afterwards 
Anſ\v. It is granted, and they 
uſed Circumciſion alſo, but nei- 
ther of theſe praftices were in 


obedience 
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in. condeſcention, for certain-it 
is, al, and every outward Sign 
or Ceremony, having'at firſt 
Divine Inftitution,are not cafily 
laid down, -by*reaſon of that 
Honourable Accqunt'they have 
obtained In the Church ; as the 
brazen Serpept, the uſe where- 
of was only in the Wilderneſs; 
; but being appointed of God, 


and wary Serviceahle in thee 
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time, yet it remained many 
Generations, though of no uſe, 
unleſs for an 1401, till the Reign 
of Hezekich, who broke in 
pieces the brazen Serpent which 
Moſes had made, for unto thoſe 
days the Children of Iſrael did 
burn Incenſe wnto it : In like 
manner, Circumciſion being en- 


ded, an Ordinance-of God, of 
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obedience to any command of : 
Chriſt, bur from the Example. 
of Moſes and John Baptift ; "and 
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reat eſteem and. ſervice: a- 
z0ngſt the Jews, was continu- 
« long after it was aboliſhed by 
© Chriſt; but the Apoſtle affirms 
" of itto be nothing (eve as it's 
| Gd in.aprber aiace, as Ide! 


Paul, Cir 


of God and not of Man, Rom. 
2..28, wherefore we affirm, 
that he is nota Chriſtian, who 
15 one owtwardly only, n:ither is 
that (che) *a'riſm, which is 
with Water; but he is a Chriſti» 
an Who is one#»wardly, and the 
one Baptiſm is that of the Heart 

in 


(69) 
in the Spirit, for ſaich the A» : 
poſtle, ' 1 Pet: 3. 21. The Bap- 
tiſm which doth ſave us, ts not an 
outward waſbing, or putting away 
the filth of the Fleſh, bat the an- 
ſwtr of a good Conſcience towaras 
Gol, through the Reſurrettion of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And thus much for Water 
Baptiſm, which the Scriptures 
call Johy's Baptiſm, and helong- 
ed to that middle Miniſtry, be- 
tween the Prophets and Chriſt; 
but the Bapr:ſm of the Spirre, 
whictis Chriſt's, we own and 
know, and with evident de- 
 monſlrations of Truth, declare 
and teſtify the one and only 
Baptiſm of the new Teftament, 
and by one Sp r:t, we are allbap- 
tized into one Body, ( faith the 
' Aroftle) whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, Bond or Free, and have 
beex all nade to drink into one Spi- 
rit, 1 Cor, 12.13. And 


IPA (70) 

.. And "this Bapriſm was but 
one in all Ages and Generations, 
even. the very ſame before 
Chriſt's coming in the Fle(h, as 


Ince; Believiag Jews and Gen» 
tiles, both of the o/d and »ew Te- 
ſtament were made partakers of 
it;. though the one more fully 
than the other 3 ſo that altho' 
many, both before and fince, 
might not have the Bapri/m of 
Water , yet not one Member 
of the true Church hath ever 
wanted the Baptiſm of the Spi- 
rh. 

But the more apparent 4n-- 
feftation. of this Spiritual Ba?- 
tiſm, followed after that of 
- Jobn's Baptiſm, as appears by 
the promiſe of Chriſt, He that 
believeth on me, out of hi: Belly 
ſpall flow Rivers of Livirg Wa- 
rex, this ſpake he of the Spirit, 
whichthey who believe 0n him 

ſhould 
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(71) 
ſbould receive, for the Holy Ghoſt 
was wor yet given, becauſe that 
Teſus was not yet i lorified, Joh 
7. 38. 39. wherefore the Dif- 
ciples waited at Jeruſalem ( as 
the Lord had commanded ) an- 
till the promiſe was fulſiled, 
AQs r. 

Now the ground of our. true 
Comfort lies in that we are 
baptized ( not' with the ſame 
Water, wherewith Chriſt was, 
but) with, and into the ſame 
Spirit, for «s many 45 are'bapti- 
zed into Chriſt, have put on 
Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. this therefore 
is the one and on!ly Baptiſm ; For, 

( 4. ) This Baptiſm: makes us 
partakers of the Divine Nature, 
John 3. 3. the Spirit's Baptiſm 
gives a new Birth, and there- 
with a new Nature, and fo the 
true Foundation of Chriſtianity 
comes not from Water Baptiſm 
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* -butis that of Faith, avd 4 ney 
E WA, 
* _ 1 (44). This, Baptiſe» giverh a 
” -nev Name, will write upon 
"bem the new name of my God, and 
. #he name of the City of my God, 
. which # new Feruſalews, which 
comes down ont of Heaven from my 
God, and { will write upon hin 
my new Name, as the Lord fail 
to. Jacob, thy name ſhall no mor: 
be called Jacob, but Iſrael, for « 
4 Prince haſt thou Power ' with 
Gad and haſt prevailed. And thu 
ſaith the Lord, to all that joynlh 
themſelves ta the Lord, te 

keep his Sabbaths, .and that choofe 
the things that 'p'exſe me, ani 
tcke hold of my Covenant, evenf 
wnto them will I give in my Houſe fg, 
4nd within my Walls, « place ani, ie 
4 name, better than of Sons, andli,,, 
of Dawg hters, I will give them an 


wvirlaſting Name, which) all not b 
| be 
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be.ent off, Ifa.'66: 4- 5: and 70 
him that overcomes, will I give to 
= of the hiddew Mann, and 
ive him « White Stome, and 
e Stone a new Name written, 
hich no Man knoreth, ſaving 
bimthat recetveth it. © 
2.) This is the Baptiſm 
wh! th makes all that partie 
thereof, Members of the true 
Church of Chriſt. For a 0ne Sdi- 
rit, we are all baptiſed into one 
Body ; when the Sons of Arbe- 
dee defired to fit with Chriſt in 
Whis Kingdom, the one on his 
rie ht Hold and the other on his 
t 1s: eſis ashed Ui " ef were able 
to drink of the Cup that he drank 
"Yof, and: fob: b privei with the 
"BBattiſm that he was baptized 
with? And they ſayd unto T4 im we 
we able, Jeſus anſwered, ye ſhall 
brink indetl of 'my Cup, and be 
fre nith the B priſe 7 that 1 
D a 


*Y ( We OY 
an bapticed with, &c. now tho? 
KEI ABS ſayoured.to much 
art in the Kingdom through [uf- 

Jerives.... a L, 
(4.) Ir. is the one. Bapriſn 
.only,: whici1 qualifies, fits, and 
enables to the work of the Mi 
niſtry, all.che ſharpeſt Wits, 
2rofoundeſt Learniog, and rhe 
moſt - exquiſite . Accompliſh- 
ments, and curious Poliſhings, fſ 
of natures chiefeſt PerfeCting, 
cannot. make a Goſpel  Mini- 
ſer, it-is the pouring out, and 
work. of - God's Holy Spirit] 9; 
which makes a workman that 
needs not be aſbamed, And i» 
thoſe days ſaith the Lord, I willf; 
pour out of my \pirit won 4 
Fleſh, and your Sons and you 
Dave hters. ſhall Propheſie, Joe 
2. 28. which is witneſſed,  4# 
2. 4-tO 17. 4nd they were all filllthe 

þ 


(75) 

ed with the Holy Ghoſt, and be- 
gan 10 ſpeak with other Tongues, 
a the Spirit gave them utterance; 
And Meffings, Glory and ever= 
laſting Praiſes to our God, who 
aftey-a long Night of Darkneſs 
and Degenetacy, ' hath 19 this 
our Age and**Generation, -viſt- 
ted a remnant who are brought 
| forth chrough the -#ew Birth, t 

|| feed opens {iacere Milk-of 
the Word of eternab Life;' who 
find it their Rrength,' in "ſbil- 
neſs and Hlence'to wait upon 
God , with' an' intire depen- 
dance.on him; who a& not in 
heir own wills, nor ſpeak their 
own Words, bot 4s the anvint- 
Sine which they have received and 
Subideth in them, teacheth them all 
things tha! arpertaineth to Life 
ind Godl'neſs ; ſo that their Mi- 
viſtry is of the Spirit and not of 
the Letter, bat done atcording\to 
| D 2 
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"the ability which God givith, una 

' by the movings of hie Spirit, and 

: if -any thing be revealed to ano- 

: ber that Fer by, the firſt Moth 

thold his Peace, that all may. {peat 

; one'by one, and that only as the 

Spirit moves and gives them mt- 

.-Ferance, that all may learn, and 

all may be comforted, 1 Cor: 14, 

_ © 30. and-amongt thoſe, there 

-2 no'deſpiling ofthe weak ; norſ , 

«do-the weak envy. the ſtrong, C 

: but they wiſh with Moſes, rhuff 

all the Lord's People were Pro- 

-phets, and that the Lord 'would 

r pus bis Spirit upon them, Numb 
"IJ. 29. 

-+(5-) This ove Bopri/mr, ma 

\keth all thoſe One with Cbriſt 

who partake of it, John 17.2; 

1 in them, and thou in me, th 

' -they maybe. made. perfett in 

and know ye not faith the 4 


/ Po le, that /c 0 1W47J of yOu 45 We! 
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(77) | 
laptized into Jeſw Chrift,, were®” 
| Driced into | this that like 
« Cbrift wis raiſed uy fromthe 
Dead, bythe glory of rhe Father, 
even ſo x pt walk in 
wewneſs of -Life.. (to if we have” 
been thette in the likeseſs of his 
Death, we ſhall be alſo in the like» 
oſs of ha Re | pow? _ 
irappears, that by and-r 
yak Bepti/m,- all that are- 
thereby ſanCtificd, are one with 
Chriſt in his' Life:: 2; in tis 
Death. and'3h. in his Reſur-- 
rection, Row: E.'3.4 _ 

(6. Y This is that one aid uhs: : 
ly Baptiſm, 'which  waſbeth 
and cleanſeth from - all. Sin; 
tnow ye.' wor, . faith Paul, that 
the wnr ig breows ſhell not nhertt- 
the Kingdom of God? be'oe 
deceived, meither Formicators, 
nor Drunkards, wor” Extortio- 
ners, wor | dolaters, nor Adwlte-- 
D 3 rers, 
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is the ef us 
- Ghriff, and by the Spirit of oar 
God, x'Cor. 6. Q, 10, 1H, (Ven 
gave himſelf for it, that he 
mig bt / >" and cleanſe it, 
wth the waſbing of Water by the 
Word, that he night preſent it 
fobimſelf « glorious Chu: ch, not 
b:wing {pot or wrinkle, nor any 
ſack"thing, but that it ſbon/d be 
Holy «ntl without blemiſþ, Eph. 

(79>) - his «priſw doth not 
only ſanQtific but ſave, For ne 
" ſelves were ſomttimies fooliſh, 
diſobellicwt, deceived; ſerving di- 


vers 


MV IN ERNVENTSCSLET or = TI > War Rn 


= 


= 
res 7 a.chus, ron Peter, 

hoo ſave ws { nor: the 
Ba away the filth of the 
Fleſb, but ) the anſwer of 8 good 
Conſcience towards God, througb 
the RTE of Jeſus Chriſt, 
x Per. 3189 ſo. that : Chriſt's 
Spiris aptiſe, by the Ward,is 
ſufficient (tous) without Jobs S 
Water A tiſm, for he thax is 
truly waſhed from all filthineſs 
of kh and. Spirit, and hath 
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the Ghoſt i him, ro 
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Life, wh nee hath he 
laterial' Water, under pre- 
tence of any Sign or Si = 
tion whatſoever, either from 
Moſes or John the Bapti 
he" is 'aQually poſſe 
real Truth Ay Subſtance of 
theſe Types and Figures in 
himſclfalready ? 

Andlaſtly touching the Lord's 
Supper ; Which is a great 'My- 
ſtery, above which all the wor- 
ſhipers in the Outward Courts, 
( fince the Apoffaſie from the 
Spirit of Faith, Power and Pu- 
rity of the Primitive Church) 
have been, andare in —_— 

an 


hs Nature to confotril hi 
*y Ht - Chal I ON 


ter by ping det ro + effing \ 


(8) 
and confuſion ; »and' atbeſts 
reſting ſatisfied, with the'exter»* + 
nal Shadow, and Figure of thes © | 
real Subſtance, which is the trus: © 
Spiritual» Supper 'of the: Lordy? +. | 
not diſcerning the Lord's Bodyy * 
nay, they are faln from the ve-' 
ry outward form hereof, as 
held forth by Chriſt, Mae. 26. 
20. Luke 22. 14. as he fate, - 
and the twelve ApcBRles. with * 
him, and after. his ReſurreQi> 
on, he ſhewed himſelf to two. * 
of his Diſ.iples in breaking- of 
Bread as he fate with them, 
Loke 24. 30.. which was pratti=. - 
ſed by thoſe Three Thouſand 
converted by Peter's Sermon,. - 
They continued ſtedfaſt in th: As: 
poſtles Doftrine and Fellowſpip;. 
and in breaking of Bread, and in 
Prayer, As 2: 42. daily break-: 
ing Bread from Houſe to Houſe, 
&;d eat their Meat rith gladneſs 
D 5 and 
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ſhall 
fog in.his Heart, my Lord aclay- 
ethhis coming, and begin to ſmite 
bis fellow ſervants, and to eat and 
drink with the Drunken; the 
Lord. of that Servant fhall come 
in 4 da) that he looketh not for 
bem, and in an. hour that he is 
wdt. avare of, and (ball cut bim: 
aſunder, and give him his porth- 
on with FHypocrites, Mat. 24. 46. 
- tothe end Wherefore ſuch as 
live Voluptuoufly, ja Rioting 
and Excels, 1a Hatred and En- 
WE 


Fife F..- he i ia.the 
pen fart of this Chapter, Se 
erifice to, and. have Fob 

A 


with Devils; and ye cannot drink 
the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup 
of Don, .. Nor can ye partake of 
the Log s Table, and the Table 
of Devils, verſe 21. neither 
can they diſcern the Lord's Be- 
dy, nor ſhew his Death till he 
come. And with fuch he is al- 
ways to come ; nay, when he 
does come and. ſtand knocking 
at the door of their Heart, wy 
Wi] 


XY 


will. not 'open tobim, nor 'en- 
tertain' kl "bat "if ul Was 
Cres | 


ord )' hear my woice 
pars omg, of e door, oh Oe 
wh 


the with, me Þ. ou Ft 
this" is ts 9:0 Sapzer Of 
the Lord's Table, which is the 
A x. _ NS Chriſt” 3 

ery ; # 6. £6, he 
that call my 'Fleſþ, and eink- 
eth my Blood, . dweleth in me, and 
Tin him; and here the redeem- 
<d of the Lord, have thcir 
Communion in the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, by his abide- 
10g in them, and they as living 
Branches of the true Viae, a- 
biding in him, and in this 
blefſed Communion, the or 
gure of the outward Sup 


fulfiled, according to C riſes | 


own Words, Lake 22. 16 and 
18. I will no more eat hereof, 


Wor 


($5. 


wor drink 0 the Froi af the Vine 
vptil the God ſball 
pray; filed-in the 


Ungdow of God, \ {0 that they 
Q 7, '$bo arc partakers of th the 
zew Wine n, Chriſt's Ksngdom, 
can take the Cap of $i-iremy 
and Praiſe his Name. 

But notwithſtanding all thas 
can be ſaid, ,none are Gene 
oppoſers of the Power of God) 
lineſs, than they who: my 
their life only in; the outwa 
profeſſion thereof; and are like 
thoſe Soldiers, very earnelt 40 
parting. and caſting. Lots for 
Chriſt's Garmeats ;- not at all 


regarding the crucified Jeſms, 


-vpon the Croſs ſo near them. 
So, many T houſands Profeſſors, 
ſpend moſt of their precious 
time about Words, Names, 
Shadows, vain Shows, and 
beggarly Elements, till they 


have 
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mployed in heartleſs, overly 
and outſide Performances ; but 
within full of Envy, Pride and 
Coverovſnels; asif rhey thought 
tochme- int9 Heaven that. way 
y which Locifer was caſt out. 
fere*s enough ſaid, to fatisfie 
the impartial and unprejudiced, 
burroſych as are wedded to the 
Forms, Caftoms , and: Tr adi- 
fioxs of Men, this DoQrine 
will ſcem Ncw, Jrrange and 
Dangerous ; nevertheleſs, tho' 
many underftand not theſe 
things at preſent, yet, I hope 
they may hereafter; and to 
ſuch as are otherwiſe ory. 
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God: will reveal thek 's and 


-And therefore, to that pure 


mortal Seed; 


of Life 6b 
li 


D /& | L101 
gheneth every one that comes 
into the World; that Word 
which is nigh in the Heart, that 
everlaſting Goſpel which ' is 
preached, Co) 1. 23. Jneverp 
Creature ( for ſo it 15'in the 
Greek Copie) wnder Heaven, 
even to that Grace and Spirit of 
God, which appeareth, and offer» 
eth Salvation to all Men, which 
inwardly. makes manifeſt the 
hiddea works of Darkaeſs, re- 
proves and condemns all un- 
righteouſreſsin Heart and Life, 
direAs and:leads into rhe 'wa 
of Life and Peace, accepteth os 
and rewardcth for ag 


=. every one who love, their 
Z to 0 love it Selions } in it, ando- 


bey it, that ye may. no longer 


remain, ln Darkneſs, but. 

and abide in the. -bt of i ec 
pots 'to'whom be Glory, Fe 
nowr and Obedience for ever, 
Am'n. 


God the Father, hath com- 
' mitted all Power in Heaven, and 
upon Earth to his Sex, and 
made him Supream Heed and 
Governour over his Church;and 
Hein his own Divine Light ma- 
nifeſts and reveals bimſelf, his 
mind and will to Man ; and is 
all-ſufficicnt, and eyer 'preſenc 
todireR and lead his People in- 
to al Tratb.Andbeing our Lord, 
our Judge, and Law-giver, re- 
quires. univerſal Obedience to 
his Royal Law. written-in our 
Hearts, 
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ans 


Sorel n Power to I 'alide,* 
ite liſh and lead His Peo- 
6 from the uſe of outward* 
ber Sao $ and Ordinances,” 
cat are ized or” abuſed, 'as 
welt now” as he did for : 
by Temple-Worlhip, Sacrif 
ces, the” baffover and Circum- 
ciſion ; which at firſt wascom- 
manded the 7s, and their 
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er $ Even as Swearing ut 
der the o/d Teffament ; an Oath 
was then taken for confirmati- 
on, &c. which under the Goſ- 
pel is expreſly forbidden by 
Chrift, Mar. 5. 34. 35. andby 
the Apoſtle, James 5,12. 

The Primitive Chriſtians kept 
this DoQrine, a ajpin the com- 
mandments of Hearben' Emipe- 
rors, 


en ps. refuſed to Swear 
zit a agen Charg 


_—_ we have this 6 Cons 
« +. Lord thou giveſt us thy 
f * Commardmen o Truth, not 
, 0 ſay, yes, yes: 

4 and n43, 19. _— C F104 
6 ble _ Meek; but. he that 
« calls. himſelf ehy Vicar on 
; Earth, hath bs both theſe 
Commandmeats, compelling 
© Men to:Swear, and teacheth, 
"Ho to fave Life, a Man may 
* for{weal 


7 rok og : 
© forſwear himſgf, Mu w 
Mom. wol. I, fot > 2+ Mag of 


wy ys 'wol. Pima Bach, 

And Chriſoft ome dedares it 
19 a Sin to Swear upon any ace 
count, As and ON. ant. vol. Is 
fol. 7OTI "rig 

Yea a great IP in; Piwd+ f 
wity faith; Ic is. not lawfyl £i- 
ther to give, or 'take an Oath 
upon a Book; for ſaith he, a 
Book is nottung. elſe. but. di- 
vers Creaures whereof -it. is 
made ; therefore to Swear uip- 
on a Book, is co Swear by, Cre« 
tures; and this Swearing 1s ever 
unlawful, AtFs and Mor. vol. t. 


fol. TO, 
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had their. Rife and Ah" 
of the Romiſh Church, 


lb þ Conncils, intruded - 
r filthy Licres f 


TH it- was Of - 
ncil, held at 
py in F {= v4 mag that T wr {we Bap-- 
ſhould be received by Tre 
= ets it could” not be 
Scripture. 
nd- 2; Vine the ninth -Bi- - 
or Rome, ordained the. 
Coons to 'be- celebrated 
three t oe a Year, : ob4 
(2.) And as for payiog T ythes 
under the Go! bel Doan 
tis ſufficiently n manifeſt'to' be a 
*- impoſition, * Pope 


(97) 

' Pope Pizs the; 5%, com- 

' manded Tyrhes tobe paid under 
the penalty. of Excommunica- 
The Bohemians in their Chri- 
ſian Exhortation to K/zgs and 
Princes, to ſtir themupto Zeal 
for the Goſpel, againft the co- 
.vetous prattices of the Clergy, 
ſay, © They receive Tythes of 
* Men, and wil have them; and 
« preach that Men are bound to 
« give them Tythes. but therein 
* chey ſay fallly, for they, cati- 
'< nor prove by the mew Tefte- 
* mext , that our Lord Jeſus 
commanded it, neither did 

< his Diſciples receive any; and 

© tho' in the.o/d Teft ament,it was 
© commanded togiveT ythes,yet, 

* call4t ;not thereby be proved 

©that * Chriſtians are bound 
* thereuato ; for this precept of 
© the old Teftament, had an end 


Ia 


(94) 


tin the firſt Year of our Lord 


©Jeſus Chriſt, like-as the pre- 
*cept of Circumciſion.” Where: 
* fore conſider, and ſee how 
* four Biſhops ſeduce you with 
*thingsthat have no proof; 
« Chriſt ſaid in the 1 15h of Luke, 
* Grve Alms of thoſe things that 
<* remain, but faid nor,'give the 
e7Tenth'ye per ſs, AftrandMos. 
vol. 1. fol. $60. Us 

_ Finally, «he _ Wain and 
Principal Foundation of the 
Law of Englandis theLaw 
of God, fo 1laith the Lew-Book, 
Dofor and Student, c.2.p. 4. 
in theſe Words, 

« There is a Law written in 
© the Heart of Man, which 1s 
*Man created in th: Imageof 
© God; and this Law isalways 
© Good and Righteous, ſtirin 
* up the Man to do that whic 
* is good, and abhor the evil ; 

an 
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I | 
$ and therefore againſt this Law 
© (-faith:the Book ) Paeſcrip- 
+ tion, -Dtatute, Cuſtom may 
* not prevail, - and if any be 
© brought againſt it, they are 
© void, andagainſt Juſtice. | 
"Wherefore it doth neceſſari- 
ly. follow , chat all Popiſh 'or 
Prelatical Prefcriptions, Cu« 
ſtoms or Penal Statutes, con- 
cerning Oathes or Tyths, or any 
other thing, not ſounded on the 
Law of God written in the 
Heait; are void, ard againſt Jaſtice; 
For nndouhtedly, they who laid 
the firſt Foundation of Goverment, 
had Authoricy to make ſuch a Con- 
RKitution as cannot be altered by Poe 
ſterity,, for Foundations cannot be 
removed;- without hazzard of the 
whole building, but ifany, do here 
_ plead the neceſſi: y of times, -the ex- 
| pediency or nicfulneſs of ſome ſuch 
Statutes or Cuſtoms !? 1 Anſwer, tf. 
the greateſt receſlity and care, is, 
«ad ſhould be to ſecure and maintaia 
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3 "hy Lemn] ton, ard 219. however 
; ecellit) might ſyppor rand indvige 
ther 'Laws-it cannot, ſuch asalter 
-andare perniciqustptheConftirution; 
but every legal advantage {hould be 
taken for re oring toy ether with 
our juſt Rites-and Freedoms, from 
.all Arbitrary oppreſſions, and in- 
novations, and more articularly 
fromthe aforeſzid Popiſh intruſions 
- and impoſitions,forOath+and Tythes, 
-Andthis is the hamble'and-earneſt | © 
; Jeſixe of every good ſubjet, that 
"they. who are more eſpecially.con- 
cerned, may ſo Yote, and fo En, 
" ' As thoſe thet ſhall be judged by the Law 
of Liberty, James 2. 12. for by th's 
Law inthe Heart, God hath ſhewed 
; unto them that, Govern, as unto vs 
who are under them, what is goad, 
and what be requires of us all, Mic.6.8. 
© And that they who ſit to Judge vs 
* accordingto the Law; may not cop: 
- mand nor ſuffer ns (any longer) to 
” be ' Smytien contrary 10 the. Lav 
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n. 
And Te, 'v 
;chful, and contin 
Station ; Knowing ti 
your Strenth and 'Sulliciency 
11s of Grace; Put on, as*the 
EleH of God, Bowels of Merc 
and Picty. ; ſuſtaine the Weak, 
and pray for Us, and all [that 
have taſted of the Good Word * 


4 a Fife, and the Powers of the 
' World to come; that @- 


. wv 


ther with/you, nay be Preſet 
ved, and perſevere in that Li- 
'berty wherein the Trath doth.” 
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